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beleve, that there is better order in that newe lande, then is here
in these countries, that wee knowe. For good wittes be aswel here
as there: and I thinke oure conirnen wealthes be auncienter than
theires; wherein long use and experience hath found out many thinges
commodious for manners lyfe, besides that manye thinges heare
amonge us have bene found by chaunce, whiche no wytte coulde ever
have devysed. As touchinge the auncientnes (quod he) of common
wealthes, than you might better judge, if you had red the histories
and cronicles of that land, which if we may beleve, cities were there,
before men were here. Nowe what thinge soever hitherto by witte
hath bene devised, or found by chaunce, that myght be aswel there as
here. But I thinke verily, though it were so that we did pass them
In witte: yet in study, in travaile, and in laboursorae endevoure they
farre passe us. For (as theire Chronicles testifie) before our arrival
there, they never hard any thing of us, whome they cal the ultrae-
quinoctialles: saving that ones about M. CC. yeares ago, a certeine
shyppe was lost by the He of Utopia whiche was driven thether by
tempest. Certeine Romaines and Egyptians were cast on lande.
Whyche after that never wente thence.
Marke no we what profite they tooke of this one occasion through
<delygence and earneste travaile. There was no crafte nor scyence
within the impire of Rome wherof any proffite could rise, but they
either lerned it of these straungers, or els of them taking occasion to
searche for it, founde it oute. So greate proffite was It to them that
ever anye wente thyther from hence. But yf annye like chaunce be-
fore this hath brought anye man from thence hether, that is as quyte
out of remembraunce, as this also perchaunce In time to come shalbe
forgotten, that ever I was there. And like as they quickelye, almoste
at the first meting, made theire owne, what soever is arnonge us
wealthelye devised: so I suppose it wolde be long before we wolde
receive anythlnge, that amonge them Is better instituted' then amonge
tts. And this I suppose is the chiefe cause whie their common
wealthes be wyselyer governed, and doe fiowrish In more wealthe.
then ours, though we neither in wytte nor riches be their infer lours.
Therefore gentle Maister Raphael (quod 1)1 praye you and beseche
you describe unto us the Ilande, And study not to be shorte: but
declare largely in order their groundes, their rivers, their cities, theire
people, theire manners their ordinaunces, their lawes, and to be short
al thinges, that you shal thinke us deslerous to knowe. And you shal
thinke us desierous to know what soever we knowe not yet. There Is
nothing (quod he) that I wil doe gladlier. For all these thinges Is
bave freshe In mind. But the matter reqtiireth leasure. Let us go
In therfore (quod I) to dinner, afterward we wil bestowe the time at
ottr pleasure. Content (quod he) be it. So we went in and dyned.